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Hello World! CCI Is Connected. By April Jarocki
On July 26, CCI kicked off a new project to bring community
internet to the Valley: Clear Fork Southern Connected Communities Equitable Internet Initiative. We lit up the Institute with a
new Wi-Fi connection that will provide Wi-Fi throughout the
whole Institute, not just the Cybercafe (though you are welcome to come visit with us and learn computer skills in the
Cafe on Tuesdays and Thursdays 9am to 9pm! Let us know
what you want to learn.)
Jamie Greig and April Jarocki from the Southern Connected
Communities Project along with visitors Raul Enriquez and Greta Byrum from Community Tech NY
worked with Chris Eastridge, Marie Webster, Donny
Jarocki, Midge Eastridge, and Darrell Coker to plan,
set up, and test the new Wi-Fi system.
Then, we built two Portable Network Kits that we
can use to share the new connection across CCI’s
grounds. A Portable Network Kit is a self-enclosed,
waterproof mini-network that can extend the
range of a Wi-Fi network. (continued on page 2)

The clearest way into the Universe is through a forest wilderness.
-John Muir

Equitable Internet Initiative network workshop participants learned how to build minicomputers, connect power and networking gear, build all the gear into a kit, and check if
network connections are working. We also practiced using a local network — chatting, sharing pictures, and collaborating on shared documents — without needed to use (or pay for!)
an Internet connection. Our hope is to get the community connected without having to rely
on the whims of big corporations.
Next steps for the project include a study scheduled for late August or early September to
figure out how to get connections to other places in the Eagan and Clear Fork area. The survey will be an important step as CCI, SCCP, and CTNY look for ways to get low-cost Wi-Fi to
CCI’s neighbors.
The community internet study will be open to community members who want to learn technology skills to build our own internet! Let April Jarocki know if you want to participate.

NATIONAL BACK TO SCHOOL MONTH By DJ Coker
Back to School Month in August gears up parents, teachers, schools, and students for a season of
education.
With shorter days, it’s time to dust off the backpacks, fill them up, and plan for a new school year.
Preparing children for the new year includes everything from supplies, clothes, checkups, planning
schedules, and making new friends. Teachers develop their lesson plans and ready their classrooms for the new, smiling faces.
Despite all the excitement, the expense of going back to school can put a damper on going back
to school. Fill-the-bus events, backpack programs, and teacher supply initiatives help to fill the
gaps. Organizations around the country pull together to make the first day of school fun every
year.
HISTORY
National Back to School Month has been observed since the 1960s.
The school year has traditionally begun in the fall and ended in late spring allowing the children of
farmers in our agricultural society to help with planting and harvesting. Though today most families have moved to a more urban and suburban lifestyle, most schools in the United States still
function on this system. However, a trend toward a year-round school year is gaining steam.
HOW TO OBSERVE
Check your supply list, tour your new school, learn your schedule. Volunteer to show a new student around your stomping grounds. Have some fun before summer is over, too! Are you ready to
go back to school?

Community Calendar

Obituaries
Our condolences go out to the family of

COMMISSIONER MEETINGS

July 16, 2019
Mrs. Juanita Powers Teague, age 85, of White Oak

“Gone from our sight but never from our hearts”

Claiborne County: 3rd Monday of the month in large
courtroom located on Main Street in Tazewell at 6:30
p.m.
Campbell County: Regular Business meeting on the
3rd Monday of the month at 6:00p.m. at the courthouse on Main St, in Jacksboro
Other Meetings
CLEARFORK UTILITY BOARD MEETING: 3rd

Thursday of the month at 6:00p.m. at Model Valley
CLAIRFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT:

Meets on the 1st Monday of the month. At the Fire
Dept.
SENIOR Crafts 2nd and 4th Monday of the month at

11:00am at CCI.
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