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Friends,

As the year ends and a new one begins, | want to Thank
Each of You for supporting and sharing our lives, and to
leave you with these quotes.

“The pursuit of peace and progress cannot end in a few
years in either victory or defeat. The pursuit of peace and
progress, with its trials and its errors, its successes and its
setbacks, can never be relaxed and never abandoned,
~Don Hammarskjold.

“Be thankful for what you have; you'll end up having
more. If you concentrate on what you don't have, you will
never, ever have enough.” ~ Oprah Winfrey

“Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about
things that matter.” ~Martin Luther King, Jr.

Happy Holidays and May Each of you have a Very
Blessed Year!!
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— = HOLIDAY CELEBRATIONS!
A shout out!!!

For all those involved in the following activities. | en-
joyed each of them.

Gail Huddleston for the wonderful parade and all her
helpers. There was some wonderful floats, cars,
trucks and, people. )

Eddie Johnson
for the great

= Santa Visit, and
all your helpers *
and supporters.
You had a Beau-
tiful manger sce-
ne and Lovely
Ladies serving
refreshments.

Bertha Dupree for the great Card Making Workshop, it
was such fun, can’t wait for the next workshop Bertha!

Model Valley staff and helpers for all your efforts in
bringing Santa to visit.

A Special thank you to local author,

- Rachel Huddleston, who has gener-
- ously donated a copy of each of her
children’s books to CCI's library.

Thumbs up to

Rachel for following A
her dream!



Christmas Craft Sale Tonia Brookman

On December 6, 2014 the annual Christmas Craft Sale was
held at the Clearfork Community Institute. The weather
was not the best with rain and wind but the inside was
decorated and all of the crafts were displayed so beautiful-
ly. A few vendors were not able to set up due to illness but
there were three new vendors, with new items for pur-
chase. There was candles, soaps, lotions, hand carved ani-
mals, handmade furniture, braided rugs, wreaths, home-
made candy and numerous other items. The vendors all
felt they had done well but it would be nice if more came
out and enjoyed seeing all of the local talent that your
neighbors have even if you could not afford to buy. It is
always impressive to see the talent that we have in this
community. I hope next year people will come out and
think about buying locally instead of buying from another
country. Thank you all you came out to support our com-
munity, vendors who braved the weather to carry their
items in and the people who volunteered their time to
make the day a success.

Christmas Memories Tonia Brookman

Regardless of age, Christmas transports us back to our
childhood: tinsel on the tree, stockings hung by the fire-
place, colorful packages needing to be shaken, and tradi-
tional celebrations with friends and relatives. For our chil-
dren, this holiday is still being written upon their future,
they won’t remember the gifts but they will remember the
smells, the laughter, the love and the best present of all-
memories.

Happy Holidays to everyone!

Congratulations Gra te!
by Gary L. Garrett

Kelly Russell Sowders the
daughter of Roger and Hel-
en Teague Russell of Pru-
den, the granddaughter of
Jimmy & Leona Teague
and Clyde and Francis Rus-
sell, graduated from East-
# ern Kentucky University on
December 13t. She gradu-
ated with a degree in Crimi-

nal Justice. She was al-

ways a blessing to me

CHRISTMAS JAMBOREE
By: Sharon Petro

The second Christmas Jamboree was a huge success, (in my
humble opinion). Our focus this year was on the children
and we had a great turnout. As the children gathered
around the Christmas tree Rachel Huddleston, Jackie Wal-
droop, and Gary Garrett each read them Christmas Sto-
ries. Rachel read her latest book “Clarence’s Wish” while
Gary read the original Christmas story from the Bible. The
children were mesmerized by Jackie’s reading of “0” Come
Little Children”.

The workshops were also a big hit with Bertha Dupree help-
ing the children build their own Christmas ornaments and
Jessica Huddleston doing face painting. It was wonderful
seeing the parents sitting at the tables helping children.cre-
ate bead bracelets and cookie cutter prints.

Of course no Christmas Jam is complete without MUSIC.
The music was awesome and special thanks go out to
Dustin Lambdin, Shaun Siler, Tommy Cox, Steven Cobb,
and Mathew Queener. We had a special treat with Mad-
die King singing “Let it Go” from the movie “Frozen”, and
Ariana Coffee rendition of “Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer”. To our delight, Samuel was all over the place
dancing, making the audience tired just watching him.
Oh, and you should have seen Darrell Lambdin showing
him how to do the moonwalk!

Special thanks go out to the many folks who helped make
the Christmas Jam a success.

Congratulations Graduate!
by Brenda Partin

Mrs. Lakeisha Michell e (Charles) Jones wife of Tyler Jones

and former VIP_Daughter of
Dave and Tammy Michelle
Richardson of Corbin Ken-

¢ tucky , and Mitchell and

~ Kelly Charles of Canton
Georgia. Grandparents Ray

# and Brenda Partin of Clairfield
Tn, Doug and Sharon Black-

' burn of Richmond Virginia,

: Jim and Donna Charles of
Pineville, KY graduated from Eastern Kentucky University on
December 13th. She graduated with a Bachelor of social

work degree



Taking a closer Look at Bridges
IPart Two)

This is the part two of a series of articles that will be
written about bridges, roads and gates. Last month |

by Gary L. Garrett

asked for people of the community to respond to my arti-
cle and some of you did. I also mailed ALL the county
commissioners a copy. In this article [ will list people’s
comments about the dam of a bridge in Eagan, the inade-
quate culvert that leads into Overton Hollow Road in Buf-
falo, and then ask some questions at the end.

BRIDGES ARE IMPORTANT!

Eagan Residents comments

James King, a lifelong resident of Eagan stated: “It's a
disadvantage to us. Sometimes we are flooded in for
days and then when the water does go down we have to
wait till the county can come over and clean it off. It's
been trouble since the day it was built.”

Edna Eastridge, a longtime resident of Eagan stated:
“We need a real bridge! People need to be able to getin
and out of here safely.”

Jimmy Hatmaker, our county commissioner stated: “It’s

a shame when you think about all the coal severance tax
money that has come out of this valley for all these many
years that we have a bridge such as the one in Eagan. It’s
also sad to think that with all the money available today
that the county hasn't done something already. Some-
body is going to get hurt crossing the trestle and if some-
one were to ever fall off into the raging waters they
would surely drown. Something does need to be done.”

Overton Hollow Residents Comments

Brenda Overton Shelley stated: “When it floods we

can’t get out! The culverts’ placement has caused the
erosion of 10 to 15 feet of Mae's field. When it floods the
water back flows into and through my yard. The culvert
placed was supposed to be a temporary fix and that was
about four years ago. He, the previous road commission-
er, promised to replace it but he never did.”

Crystal Overton stated: “When it floods we can't get out
to get to work. There are several sick and elderly that

couldn’t get out it if something were to happen. This cul-
vert needs to be replaced. Something needs to be done!”

Anita Jenkins stated: “There used to be two smaller
culverts placed in the stream that we had to cross. They
were replaced with a single larger culvert by the previ-
ous road commissioner who stated that it would be re-
placed just as soon as the county could order two more,

that was 4-6 years ago. The current culverts’ misalign-
ment is causing the erosion of my mother's property.
When it floods water flows all around the culvert and it's
not safe to cross. There is NO other way out. If someone
were to get sick an ambulance would not be able to get
across safely.”

Questions

1.) Are culverts appropriate for the type of stream or wa-
ter flow that exists in Buffalo and the bridge at Eagan?
How much does it cost the county to come over every time
the water gets up and clean out the culverts and remove
the debris from the bridge?

2.) Erosion is a major issue near the culvert and bridge,
with one land owner in Buffalo losing 10-15 feet and an-
other at Eagan losing about 50 feet. What should be done
with this? Are there programs within the county and state
that could help some of the local land owners?

5.) Jimmy Hatmaker’s comments above concerning the
bridge issue and money leads me to ask, “Why, with state
paying 98% of the cost to build a bridge, can't this bridge
be replaced?”

If the bridge cost $300,000.00 two percent of that would
be the county’s responsibility. Two percent of
$300,000.00 is $6,600.00. Not much to pay to ensure the
safety of the people of Eagan and the public at large who
use this bridge. One death or injury prevented surely
would be worth the cost! That would be a lot cheaper than
a million dollar law suit if someone were to drive into the
creek and get injured or killed since the bridge doesn’t
meet some federal requirements for safety.

6.) What you do think about TRYING to get the county to
pass a county ordinance requiring that a certain percent-
age of all the coal severance tax money be spent on roads
in Clearfork Valley?

What should be our next step? [ want to hear from you.
Please continue to send me your

comments, thoughts, and or suggestions to CCI or call me
and leave a message, 784-6693. A certified or registered
copy of this will be sent to all the county commissioners.

asking for a reply; which I'd like try to include in the next
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Obituaries

Deepest Sympathy for the families of::

Mr. Jessie (].L.) Bo-Jack Lambdin age 66 of Clairfield,
Tennessee passed away Monday, December 22, 2014
at his home. Born April 27, 1948.

Mr. Billy Hugh Mays.

Clearfork Volunteer Fire Departmenf is looking for
volunteers. Must be 18 to apply.

January 19th TWRA will be here for Q&A Family Night

Community Calendar:

Commissioner Meeting’s

Claiborne County: 3rd Monday of the month in large
courtroom located Main Street in Tazewell at 6:30 p.m.

Campbell County : Regular Business meeting on the
3rd Monday of the month.

Cllearfork Water Utility Board : meets every second
Thursday of the month at 6:00p.m.

Parent Resource Center: Celebrate Recovery meets
every Tuesday at 6:30 p.m.

Clearfork Volunteer Fire Department meeting 2nd
Monday of the month.

The Early Steps Program Through White Oak Elemen-
tary School works on building developmental skills

needed for school readiness contact: Information call
Sheila Smith at 423-784-7858 between 8am and 4pm.
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