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Dear friends, Supports, and Subscribers;

As the year winds down, | find myself looking back through the 2017 WOE publications, hoping to jog my memory of
what the past year has brought and what it has took.

The first thing that stands out in the January issue is the quote we used from Helen Keller, “The best and most beauti-
ful things in the world cannot be seen or even touched-they must be felt with the Heart.” | found that to be true. If you
look at a beautiful sunset, or the trees turning color in the fall, and it does not stir your heart, then it means nothing,
and you will soon forget them. But, what | also realized is when something terrible happens and it touches your
heart, you will always remember this sadness and experience it over and over. So, saying if you don’t balance out the
beautiful things with the sad things, by taking the time to allow the beautiful things to stir your heart, then you slowly

over the years become a sad person, full of negativity and doubt, and it becomes almost impossible to feel the beau-
tiful things.

On through February and when | get to March |
stop. This is the issue we dedicated to Carol Judy a
close friend/enemy who we lost earlier this year.
For a long time, | thought Carol was my enemy,
but what | realized was that she always pushed
me, asking questions | didn’t want to answer be-
cause she knew there was more to me than what |
let people see. | think of Carol often when | am
outside, in the woods, at the creek, and I close my
eyes and | like to think | can hear her cackle
through the trees, letting me know, reminding me
that | should be always questioning and never
compliant. Thinking of Carol has also reminded me
that we have lost what seems to be an extraordi-
nary number of friends and loved ones this past
year, some were in WOE and some were not. | would like to say it gets better, but | can only say the pain lessens
somewhat over the years, but, | do believe that If you let yourself imagine that you can hear their laughter or see
their smile it will ease the pain and give you comfort.

- g e

Year's end is neither an end nor a beginning but a going on, with all the wisdom that experience can
instill in us.

- -Hal Borland




April, May, June, and July were busy months. Preparing for Earth day
which we had to cancel due to flooding, Spring Fling which took the place
of Earth day, Graduation, Camp Clearfork summer program, and our new
program Clearfork Grows Project. We also had scheduled workshops :
around gardening, broadband, macroinvertebrate, to name a few. Some L\
were well attended some were not. Our Clearfork Grows Project was a

little disappointing to me. | had such high hopes for the program, not only
did | think that people would want to start growing some of their own
food, | really wanted to be able to supple some fresh veggies to those who
could not get out and grow their own, and | wanted to be able to help
teach young people the importance and the joy of growing their own food.
What | learned is, you cannot do everything the first year, that to succeed and do it right, it needs to be done one step
at a time with enough help, and the proper tools to make sure it gets done. Although it didn’t work out the way | had
planned | am not giving up, | am starting now to get a greenhouse in order and am looking for someone who is inter-
ested in helping that happen. If you have a desire to work with plants give me a call 423.784.0095.

August, September, and October, we had workshops focused on Revitaliz-
ing Appalachia, collecting rainwater, regular composting and worm com-
posting, and canning classes. | liked these the best because the workshops
were fun and interactive, and Participants were able to take home worms,
rain barrels, and canning goods. We worked with Clairfield School, and the
Knoxville Fellows to install a new wheel chair ramp to the computer lab
and did more work on the playground. We wanted to put them in a roof on
the ramp, but we ran out of money, with the proper help maybe we can do
that next year. | assisted a local community person host a Thanksgiving Din-

ner and aIthough we didn’t have a great turnout, we enjoyed ourselves and were able to take plates out to those who
couldn’t come.

That brings us to November and December. November | thought was a good month, but as the days passed after our
Thanksgiving Dinner, | begin to change my mind. But, we have had several calls complaining, and harassing people
who attended that | feel the need to apologize. | am sorry that there are people in our community who always judging
and looking for reasons to down others, | am sorry that our commissioner James Hatmaker and board chair Gail Hud-
dleston had to be the ones to deal with this. | am sorry some feel that a half glass of wine to celebrate Thanksgiving is
wrong in the eyes of some, but even Jesus fed his disciples wine during his celebration of the Last Supper. | truly be-
lieve that these people are lonely and need something to occupy their time. I’'m sorry you missed out on a good dinner
with good people, but | am not sorry we had the dinner. We fixed over 40 plates and delivered them out to those who
couldn’t attend, and we had a nice meal, and met new people. | believe alco-
hol is not a sin, it is the gluttony behind it. December which is always a busy
month, getting ready for the holidays, planning for next year, and getting the
building ready for cold weather. Something new this year is we have been ask
to help sponsor a few children for Christmas. Me being me wanted to say yes,
but looking at our funds | wasn’t so sure we could do a lot. | sent out a few
emails and some very kind hearted and good friends have made it possible to
help with almost all the children | had on my list, and a donation form a dear

friend in Nashville made it possible to help the others. THANK YOU, guys and
gals, you are Fantastic.




| know there was a lot that happened that | haven’t mentioned that was just or more important to me. We had our
faithful college partners come throughout the year, Auburn, Notre Dame, and Roanoke, who did amazing work, from
building new benches for the school to helping with the chicken tractors for participants in the Clearfork Grows Project.
Oak Ridge Universal Unitarian again brought their youth up, making this the third year in a row, we love them. UT came
this year and we are beginning to build a relationship with them, and we are renewing our partnership with the Webb
High School. We are looking forward to meeting and working with
our newest contact Saginaw Michigan Valley University this month
and Temple University next Summer. Our TNace group met month-
ly working on economic issues, trying to assist those interested in
having small home-based businesses, the Clearfork Water Monitor-
ing Group met monthly testing water in different locations the
community, and we met regularly over the past year working with
different Internet providers trying to get Broadband throughout
the Clearfork Valley. Myself and our volunteers attended trainings
around economic development, and leadership development.

The Seniors have met twice month and sometimes four times a
month on Mondays at 11:00. The have made some beautiful craft
items, played Bingo (doesn’t cost, so it isn’t considered gambling) and ate lots of good food. If you're a Senior looking
for something to do, consider coming out on Mondays to join this amazing group women | am sure you will love it. Ra-
chel Huddleston had been meeting several times a week offering Zumba to those wanting to get in shape, she has done
an excellent job. They are taking a break now, but if this is something you are interested in please contact Rachel. The
music group has picked up again and are planning on meeting monthly, bring your instrument or just yourself and
come out and join them. We have a good time and there is always food.

Although the year wasn't as | anticipated, and | didn’t get everything | wanted to do done, as | look back we did accom-
plish a lot and we had quite a few come through the doors, so | am squashing the depressive thought that we did noth-
ing to the back and looking forward to the next year, with the desire stronger to work harder and try to accomplish
those things that didn’t get done plus a new set of goals. So, do keep us in your thoughts and send us good vibes.

Now, having said all that, | want to Thank those responsible for making this year possible. Because without your sup-
port, well | don’t want to even think about it. THANK YOU, Bonner Foundation, for being a supporter since we opened
our doors. Thank YOU WMAN and Patagonia for your support for the water program. THANK YOU, ACF, for supporting
training workshops. THANK YOU, TVA, for supporting Earth day and clean water. THANK YOU to all those businesses
and companies who gave donations or items for our silent auctions. THANK YOU, subscribers, to WOE for making it
possible to keep producing the newsletter. A special THANK YOU TO ALL THOSE WHO VOLUNTEERED TO HELP MAKE
OUR YEAR SUCCESSFUL, without volunteers we couldn’t have done it. Know that if | have forgotten to THANK anyone it
was purely accidental, and | do thank everyone sincerely that has helped me since | stepped into this role.

MAY EACH AND EVERYONE OF YOU HAVE A BLESSED HOLIDAY SEASON.
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Obituaries

Our condolences go out to the family of

“Gone from our sight but never from our hearts”

Community Calendar
COMMISSIONER MEETINGS

Claiborne County: 3rd Monday of the month in large court-
room located on Main Street in Tazewell at 6:30 p.m.

Campbell County : Regular Business meeting on the 3rd Mon-
day of the month.

CLEARFORK UTILITY BOARD MEETING 3rd
Thursday of the month at 6:00p.m

CLAIRFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT:
meets on the 1st Monday of the month.

SENIOR Crafts Second and Fourth Monday of the month

January 2018
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