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2" Annual Pie Fest

Woodland Community Land Trust will be hosting its second annual pie fest on November 4, 2017 from
10:00-3:00 at the Clearfork Community Institute (170 Y Hollow Road Clairfield, TN 37729). A silent auction
will be held with gift certificates from Katie's in Lafollette, Cheesecake Factory, Paw Spa, Pierce Furniture
Gallery, as well other area businesses. We will also have a silent auction with admission tickets to Wonder-
Works Tennessee, Ripley’s Aquarium of the Smokies, Hollywood Wax Museum, Pigeon Forge, Tennessee
Smokies Baseball and more great items up for auction. There will be pie judging at 11:00 if you would like
to enter a homemade pie, as well as pie walks throughout the day, games, crafts and music. For more in-
formation please call the Woodland office at 423-784-5304. g
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Revitalizing Appalachia; A toolkit for clean up and community development

On Tuesday October 24, 2017 several community members met at CCl to watch a presentation by The Alliance Of Ap-
palachia exploring community development needs and provided training on the Revitalizing Appalachia toolkit, a re-
source for clean up and development projects (like abandoned mine lands and brownfields, water infrastructure and
agriculture). For more information www.allianceforapplachia.org/join-our-toolkit-tour/
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Clearfork Utility eyeing possible merger with LUB

The article below was reprinted/published
with permission from the Lafollette Press.

The Lafollette Utilities Board may be tak-
ing over water service for the Clearfork Utility
District, which serves the Clairfield and White
Oak areas of Claiborne and Campbell Coun-
ties.

LUB General Manager Kenny Baird told the
Lafollette city council members about the
possible merger at their workshop meeting
on Monday.

“It's just preliminary talks about the possi-
bility of us merging Clearfork Utility’s opera-
tions in Lafollette Utilities operations,” Baird
said in an interview following the meeting.
“They’re already our electric customers up -
there. There are about 572 customers. It'sa &
water system only.”

Baird said CUD (Clearfork Utility District) is a small, locally-run district with about three employees. They have their
own treatment plant. Their water comes from a couple of wells. Their plant will operate at about 100,000 gallons of
water a day and | think they’re rated at about 500,000 a day,” Baird said. “Their peak is about 20% of their capacity.”
“We’re looking at the possibility of doing their billing for them now. It’s for a small fee.” Baird said. Baird said CUD
approached LUB to gauge their interest in taking over their operation. “Right now, it’s justall preliminary. There’s no
details about anything,” Baird said. He said the merger would require approval from the board.

The above article appeared in the Lafollette Press on August 31, 2017. And | have the following questions:
BY Gary Garrett

What are the pros and cons of a possible merger? Who exactly from CUD approached LUB? How will this possible
merger affect services and costs related to services? Will new rules and requirements possibly be implemented? At
what costs (the small fee) would they possibly be doing the billing for CUD? Will this possible merger create or elimi-
nate jobs for the locals? And if there is a merger what kind of severance package would be created for those that may
be leaving? Will this impact any of the $650,000.00 that is currently held in a CD? Will there be any additional services
(water lines) to other areas? Currently 10 or 11 families and possibly two churches on Rock Creek would like to have
water from the utility. Also about 20 families or more in Buffalo do not have access to the Clearfork Utility as well. If
the water lines are extended to these areas will more employees be needed? Currently we have two board members:
Conday Maiden from White Oak and Walter Washam of Clairfield and one vacancy. Can our local board with one mem-
ber missing vote to merge? Should there be or is it possible to have more local board members? What will happen to
our local board; will it be dissolved? How do you feel about the possible merger/changes? Was the initial meeting re-
garding the “preliminary talks” advertised and public notice given, should it have been? And lastly, should our Clear-
fork Utility Water District, one of the few local non-profits, merge at all with another entity? To find out more PLEASE

attend the next board meeting for Clearfork Utility District »
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The Old Mulberry Tree

By Gary L. Garrett

It’s getting late and | know | should be in bed as | have
to be at work in the a. m. but | feel the need to share this
story. Today, my brother cut the last remaining limb of
the “old Mulberry Tree.” | hated to see it go but the
limbs had been falling for some time. | was procrasti-
nating in cutting the last limb for two reasons one being
that | was afraid it would land on my spruce tree and the
other was just the fear in cutting it because it was leaning
and with an old Mulberry you just never know when or if
it will just split as I've seen several do. But when | came
home one evening and saw my niece and her dog playing
under it | was fearful that it could fall and hurt someone §
and so | got up the nerve to climb up the ladder and put a §
rope around it as to try to pull it in the hope that it would
fall as it had been cut a quarter of the way through the
middle but it did not. | asked my brother if he was okay
in trying to cut it and he said he’d try. He did better than
try, though he stated later that he was as nervous as a cat
on a hot tin roof! He did a much better job with the chain
saw than | could have ever done. The tree fell without

hitting the power lines or my spruce tree and no one got
hurt. Thank God!

I’'m now lying in bed looking out the window watching
it burn. The trunk of the tree is spitting out hot yellow
embers into the dark night; like a frenzy of fire flies
lighting up and playing on a summer night. As|lay herel &
can’t help but think of the twenty years of cool shade that
it provider for me and for all the other families that have lived here over the years: Curtis and Vick Hatfield, Curtis’s
grandparents-Charlie and Lillie McCullough Hatfield and the Baird family. | wonder how many bushels of green beans
that were broken under its cool shade, how many children played under it branches, how many squirrels stole its
fruit, how many homemade pies were baked from it tasty fruit and how many couples were seen “sparking” under its
watchful limbs. The stories it could tell would, no doubt, be endless- like the old house in which | live.

Its branches will make really good fire wood for the upcoming cold winter. | will surely miss the old Mulberry Tree.
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Obituaries
Our condolences go out to the family of
Donna Yvonne Scott (57) Clairfield
Bobby Marlow (64) Duff
Jesse Elmore Ir (73) Duff
Lana Ayers Meredith (64) Habersham
Dewey Andrew Monday (70) Duff
Rev. Billy Gaylor (80) Clairfield
Georgia “Polly” Widener (86) Formerly of Eagan
Brenda Walters (74) formerly of Clairfield
Shirley Marlow (76) Formerly of Clairfield

“Gone from our sight but never from our hearts”

Community Calendar
COMMISSIONER MEETINGS

Claiborne County: 3rd Monday of the month in large court-
room located on Main Street in Tazewell at 6:30 p.m.

Campbell County : Regular Business meeting on the 3rd Mon-
day of the month.

CLEARFORK UTILITY BOARD MEETING 3rd
Thursday of the month at 6:00p.m

CLAIRFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT:
meets on the 1st Monday of the month.

SENIOR Crafts Second and Fourth Monday of the month

November
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 2nd Annual
Pie Fest
10:00am
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 Christmas 25 Christmas
Auction 6:00pm | Parade 1:00pm
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