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Summer Reading Camp 
There is going to be a “Reading Camp” at CCI, 

  June 13 – 17, from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.!!!!! 
     Transportation available if needed 
       A Reading Camp?  What is that?  
         Why would I want to come? 

For those who love to read, you will really love reading 
camp.  For those who need help with reading you will 

really get a lot of help in a fun way. 
There will be games, craft activities, breakfast and lunch, 
waterslides, the Zoo Knoxville Zoomobile, a community 
dinner, and even a planetarium.  Each child will have at 

least 2 new books to take home by week’s end. 
For more information 

Call (423) 784-5304 or (423) 784 0095. 

CCI Happenings 
Seniors Bingo 

June 20 
11:00 am 

Reading Camp 
June 13 to 17 
10:00 to 3:00 

Sports/Art Camp 
June 20,21,23,24 

1:00 to 3:00 

Adventures in the 
Kitchen 

10:00 to 11:30 
Tuesdays 

June 28  to August 2 

True happiness is... to enjoy the present, without anxious dependence upon the future. 

Lucius Annaeus Seneca
Read more at: http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/l/luciusanna121552.html 



For over three years  I have enjoyed at least one day a month meeting at the Clearfork Community Institute with a  
small group of local people determined to not sit back and wait for somebody to give us a job? Well, I really was not 
looking for one but it provided me a great opportunity to be with younger hopefuls.   
A wonderful and serious young woman, Bonnie Swinford, who lives in Knoxville, who connects to  a network of  
determined and somewhat free spirits people is with us at these monthly gatherings.  Her presence makes us feel less  
isolated and more connected to this new spirit of determination that is gathering momentum, community by 
community throughout the region. We thank the Sierra Club for providing Bonnie with an income while she tries to 
support communities that are stepping up to todays challenges. 
We see more clearly the challenges we face as we listen to one another and try to understand what so many like us are 
up against. 
One day I started doing what a retired person should do.  I started  thinking of my past 50 years in this community.  I    
came with high hope stimulated by President Kennedy shortly after he visited Appalachia.  Fifty Years ago President  
Johnson continued on Kennedy's track to do something about the poverty in this region and other places not visited by 
tourists.  I know most people live in cities or well organized suburbs and small towns.  Local governments provide   
oversight, order and planning.  Local governments collect taxes to pay for protection and services.  Rural,   
unincorporated mining communities differ greatly, as do other rural lands that are used to supply the needs of humans. 
Our lands are more like a factory than a parks. 
 I was returning from a neighborhood in Chicago where 40,000 Appalachians had setled, half of whom want to come  

home.  I setled in Clairfeld, TN where over 70% of the land was acquired by an English Company in the 1880’s. Their  
business was to lease the land to mining and timber companies.  The population had dropped after WW II from 30,000  
with the majority living in 14 coal camps to 3,000 in 1967 when I arrived.
I wondered what it was like for those who stayed.  I wanted to stay and I got there at a good time. The people were  
excited and anxious to get involved now that the government was remembering them. They were not going to be left 
behind.  Their determination was motivated by the government’s attude towards them.  People turned into Civically   
Responsible Citizens when the government believed in us.  There were the four clinics, three small business efforts,  
programs for youth, housing developments and on and on with a Parent Resource Center, a Water Utility, a Land Trust, 
a Hardware Store, a Car Parts Store, Dumpsters, even some roads repaired.  Churches were moved to where people  
were living, A Christian Academy was started.  And yes, there was a search for lands to do these developments.    
Government,  Church and student movements kept our minds stimulated and our attude community centered. 
Then some 25 years later it seemed like we botomed out.  Things kept getng worse and not just here.  It seemed as if   
the whole world was falling apart.  Today no one seems to know where to go or what to do, 
Yet, after retirement, with time to atend gatherings with a good mix of determined locals I feel the good winds 
blowing.
We seem to be catching on to the advantages of being small and rural.  The clearer it is that government is weakest  
here, we are called forth to become civically responsible citizens.  There are formal and informal ways of maintaining  
governance within a small community.   
I am beginning to believe that we mountain people know the challenges we live with.  Times are changing.  The things   
that separated us in the past are being replaced by greater concerns.  We are here.  We have Stayed.  I believe our    
common desires are greater than the things that separate us. 
I have seen incredible changes during my  50 years here.  New starts might take 50 more years to shape a new   
mindsets motivated by attudes.  I  believe we are turning a page in history and that every responsible community has   
to turn its own page if the American Story is to Stay Strong in these Mountains. 

A Mindset Motvated by An Attude   
Reflecton by Marie Cirillo 
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Basket Raffle Winners 
The Claiborne County Seniors would like to thank everyone who donated items for the baskets and bought tickets. 

The drawing was held at 3:00 on Saturday June 4, 2016 at CCI. The winners were; 
Avon & Miscellaneous Basket — Robin Higginbotham Crawford 

Everyday Item Basket — Eta Gulley 
Men’s Basket — Sharon Hurst 

Baby Shower 
The Helen Ross McNabb  Center’s Healthy Families will be hosting a free Baby Shower for new and expecting mother’s. 
Come out and enjoy free food, door prizes, free car seat giveaways and tons of other free & exciting things that every 
new parent needs. There will be fun games and activities along with helpful information. 

Thursday June 23, 2016 from 5:00 to 7:00 pm 
Lafollete Recreation Center at 300 West Beech Street, Lafollete, TN 37766 

For more information call 1(865)523-8695 ext. 1191 or 1358 

Adventures in the Kitchen 
The UT Extension Office will be conducting a free six week Adventures in the Kitchen nutrition education program at 

Clearfork Community Institute. Children 3rd through 8th grades can learn basic food preparation skills. Bring your child 
for some fun hands on food preparation and tasting. Parents are welcome to participate in the Eat Smart program and 

cook with their children.  Classes will begin Tuesday June 28 10:00 to 11:30 am. 

Eagan Baptst Church 
Vacation Bible School  

June 27th to July 1st 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
Ages 5 to 12 years old 

World Servants Sports/ Art Camp 
Open to children of all ages 

June 20, 21, 23, 24 
1:00 to 3:00 

No camp on Wednesday 



       Community Calendar 
COMMISSIONER MEETINGS 
Claiborne County: 3rd Monday of the month in large courtroom 
located on Main Street in Tazewell at 6:30 p.m. 
Campbell  County : Regular Business meeting on the 3rd 
Monday of the month. 
CLEARFORK UTILITY BOARD MEETING 3rd 
Thursday of the month at 6:00p.m 
CELEBRATE RECOVERY:  meets every Tuesday at 6:30 
p.m. at the Parent Resource Center. 
CLAIRFIELD VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT:   
meets on the 1st Monday of the month.  

Obituaries 
Our condolences go out to the family of 

Tommy Scott King (47) Eagan 
July 22,1968 to May 12, 2016 

Krista Wilson Hamblin (30) Clairfield 
January 5, 1986 to May 19, 2016 

Willie “Gene” Branam (78) White Oak 
February 23,193 to May 13, 2016 
Gladys Marlow (70) White Oak 
March 31, 1946 to May 6, 2016 

“Gone from our sight but never from our hearts” 

What On Earth 
PO Box 81 
Eagan TN. 37730 
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